
Annual Report 2016
Standing up for British Columbia’s Wild Salmon
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We advocate for B.C.’s wild salmon and the waters where they swim. 

Since 1998, Watershed Watch Salmon Society has been exposing threats to salmon 
and their habitats, calling for conservation action, and promoting solutions.

HOW WE DO IT
SCIENTIFIC EXPERTISE—working with scientists, other non-profits, 

governments, First Nations, and the private sector.

STRATEGIC ALLIANCES—partnering with like-minded groups to 
amplify our power.

BEARING WITNESS—with boots on the ground, eyes on the water, and 
a seat at the tables that influence wild salmon management.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT—informing citizens, engaging with them, and 
providing tools for effective advocacy.

BALANCE—taking a reasonable, solutions-based approach to difficult 
issues, and putting improvement before ideals. 

COURAGE—not shying away from holding government, industry, and 
others to account. 

 

WHAT WE DO 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
At the outset, 2016 was looking bright for wild salmon. 
Canada’s new Prime Minister promised action on the 
Cohen Commission recommendations, restoring of 
the gutted Fisheries Act and Navigable Waters Protection 
Act, re-investment in federal science, and a ban on oil 
tankers on B.C.’s north coast.

And looking back over the year, there have certainly 
been some positive developments: federal scientists are 
now free to talk publicly; some science funding has 
been restored for salmon; and groups like Watershed 
Watch have better access to government officials.

However, on most of the environmental election 
promises, the feds have come up short. As we enter 
2017, they have still not implemented the 2012 Cohen recommendations for 
wild salmon, and even attempted to gut Canada’s Wild Salmon Policy. Several 
industrial projects have been approved, including the Petronas LNG project in 
the Skeena River estuary, the Site C dam, and new open net-cage salmon farms; 
projects that will have serious impacts on our fish, our rivers, and our climate.

But Watershed Watch keeps fighting back. This past year, we lobbied the federal 
government more than ever before; we attended more public outreach events; 
and launched two new flagship campaigns. Through Safe Passage we are working 
to remove fish farms from wild salmon migration routes. With Connected Waters 
we are recovering salmon habitat throughout the lower Fraser Valley through 
restoration, scientific monitoring and pushing for a systemic shift to fish-friendly 
flood control.

We also helped to bring about B.C.’s new Water Sustainability Act which came 
into force in February of this year, and offers stronger protections of our water for 
fish and nature. We are now working to ensure this new law gets put into action.

Thanks to our supporters, Watershed Watch is growing in strength and influence. 
We are getting results, but with more people behind us, we can defend and 
restore even more salmon and salmon habitat. If you care about B.C.’s wild 
salmon and the communities who depend on them, please join us. Sign and share 
our petitions. Make a donation. Get in touch and get involved. Together we can 
defend and rebuild B.C.’s wild salmon.

For the fish,
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Connected Waters
In April 2016, we launched our Connected Waters campaign, targeting waterways 
across the Fraser Valley for restoration back to valuable salmon habitat.

We work with community members to assess and improve salmon habitat within 
strategically important waterways like the Katzie Slough in Pitt Meadows, while 
creating a strategy and recruiting allies to address other waterways across the region. 

About Connected Waters
Our campaign started with the Katzie 
Slough, formerly prime salmon habitat, 
and now a dead zone, caused by floodgates 
that block freshwater flows. 

We advocate for replacing these aging flood-
gates with fish-friendly flood infrastructure, 
along with other habitat restoration, to help 
rebuild nursery habitat in the lower Fraser 
River for juvenile salmon. ph
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1,480 KM OF SALMON HABITAT IMPACTED BY DIKES
155 FLOOD STRUCTURES IMPACTING SALMON
Lower Fraser Mapping Project 
Working with a mapping expert, we showcased, for the first time, the number and 
locations of waterways impacted by flood infrastructure. This powerful visual tool 
will help communities identify priority sites for fish-friendly upgrades.



We have met with local First Nations, local, federal and provincial governments 
and presented to numerous groups during 2016. 

We sat on the Environmental Advisory Committee for the Fraser Basin Council’s 
Lower Mainland Flood Management Strategy.

We had elementary students attend field schools at our sites, and worked with three 
Masters in Ecological Restoration projects with students from BCIT and SFU.

We held canoe tours of the Katzie Slough, well-attended events which we continue 
to host regularly on both Katzie Slough and Hope Slough.

In order to examine what legal mechanisms are in place to protect salmon habitat 
impacted by flood management, we commissioned a legal review by UVic’s 
Environmental Law Centre. We found there are surprisingly few protections for 
fish habitat behind floodgates from all levels of government. 

WATER FOR FISH
While our Connected Waters campaign 
works to bring back water flows for 
fish in the lower Fraser River flood-
plain, Watershed Watch advocates for 
healthy river flows province-wide.

In February 2016, B.C.’s new Water 
Sustainability Act came into force, a 
significant step towards safeguarding 
our waters and the life they support. 
We have been closely monitoring 
the implementation of this new 
water law, and collaborating with 
other groups to press for strong and 
enforceable regulations that protect water flows.

We are intimately involved with the Coquitlam River Watershed Roundtable, 
hailed by water management experts across B.C. as a model of collaboration and 
problem-solving. The Coquitlam River Watershed Roundtable, launched in Febru-
ary 2011, promotes the long-term sustainability of the Coquitlam River watershed.

ENERGY FORUM
Reducing the impacts of hydropower on salmon has been a major focus for us 
over our 18-year history. We are part of the Energy Forum, a collaborative process 
among representatives of Clean Energy BC (an industry association) and various 
B.C. environmental groups. The process is a vehicle for sharing information and 
perspectives on B.C.’s energy future, and occasional joint advocacy on climate, 
energy and related environmental issues in the province. 

SALMON NEWS
Salmon News is a weekly media round-up of the most 
important salmon stories in B.C. and around the world. 
With a readership of thousands, Salmon News is the best 
source of up-to-date information on the issues affecting 
salmon. Sign up at www.watershedwatch.ca. 
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Will Sorochan (age 1) 
touches his first live 
salmon before it 
is released, with 
help from his uncle, 
(Watershed Watch’s 
Aaron Hill) and 
Patagonia founder 
Yvon Chouinard.

https://watershedwatch.ca/
https://www.watershed-watch.org/salmon-news/


As Watershed Watch’s home base for many years, Coquitlam holds a special 
place in our hearts. We share the Kwikwetlem First Nation’s dream of seeing 
sockeye return to the Coquitlam River. We have worked with Kwikwetlem as 
science advisors on a range of projects including riparian habitat restoration, 
habitat compensation and the Kwikwetlem Salmon Restoration Program. 

The Kwikwetlem Salmon Restoration Program works to overcome a literal hurdle 
– the dam that has blocked sockeye migration for over 100 years. Partnering on 
research, feasibility studies, and helping manage a trap and transport project for 
the few returning adult sockeye, has brought us closer than ever to returning 
redfish to the river. The spring of 2017 will mark the release of thousands of 
smolts, reared from eggs collected from Coquitlam kokanee (land-locked sockeye 
salmon) in the fall of 2015. 

The Kwikwetlem Salmon Restoration Program has also proposed two new projects 
to find a solution to the challenge of successfully getting enough smolts past the 
dam and into the river so they can migrate to the ocean. 

DEFENDING THE WILD 
SALMON POLICY
With the new federal government in 
late 2015, came exciting opportunities 
to advance salmon conservation. Prime 
Minister Trudeau directed DFO to “act 
on” the recommendations of the 2012 
Cohen Commission and “restore lost protec-
tions” to the Fisheries Act, the Navigable 
Waters Protection Act, and the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act, vital pieces of 
legislation for the future of wild salmon. 

Unfortunately, DFO attempted to use one of 
Justice Cohen’s most important recommen-
dations, that DFO develop an implemen-
tation plan for Canada’s 2005 Wild Salmon 
Policy, as an opportunity to dismantle the policy 
and align it with the previous government’s 
weakened version of the Fisheries Act. 

We led the charge in protecting Canada’s Policy 
for the Conservation of Wild Pacific Salmon 
from being weakened and dismantled. 

We organized numerous First Nations, sport 
fishing groups, conservation groups, and 
prominent Canadians, including two former 
Fisheries ministers calling for action on the 
new minister’s mandate letter, especially 
implementation of Justice Cohen’s 
recommendations and restoring strong 
habitat protection in the Fisheries Act. 

We travelled to Ottawa to testify before 
the Standing Committee on Fisheries and 
Oceans regarding re-strengthening of the Fisheries Act, to help ensure 
the new law protects the vast areas of prime salmon habitat behind floodgates on 
the Fraser valley. 

Over the course of the year, we had four meetings with the Fisheries minister, plus 
many other meetings with members of parliament, political staffers, high-level 
bureaucrats, local federal officials and even the Office of the Prime Minister.

RETURNING REDFISH TO THE RIVER

The Uncertain Future of Fraser River SockeyeVolume 1 • The Sockeye Fishery

Final Report – October 2012 
The Honourable Bruce I. Cohen, Commissioner

Releasing adult 
sockeye to Coquitlam 
Lake above the dam.
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In 2016, we launched our Safe Passage campaign, calling for the removal of 
salmon farms from wild salmon migration routes. Thousands have already 
signed our petition reminding the Minister of Fisheries of his commitments to 
implement the Cohen Commission recommendations and protect wild salmon.

In August, when the minister provided an update on the implementation plan 
for the Cohen Commission recommendations, we provided an in-depth critique. 
The update painted only a vague picture of implementation, without much 
evidence or detail. 

In December, our science advisor Stan Proboszcz sat on the steering committee 
of the Canadian Science Advisory Secretariat, looking at the risk of infectious 
hematopoietic necrosis virus (IHNV) to sockeye.

Watershed Watch continues to support and collaborate with other organizations 
working to keep DFO and the aquaculture industry accountable and transparent 
while building a network of people who care about wild salmon.

SAFE PASSAGE
Wild Salmon Alliance
The First Nation Wild Salmon Alliance (FNWSA), chaired by Chief Bob 
Chamberlin of the Kwikwasut’inuxw Haxwa’mis First Nation, is a group of B.C. 
indigenous leaders united to protect wild salmon. In 2016, Watershed Watch’s 
Stan Proboszcz and Craig Orr helped organize, and participated in, a two-day 
strategic dialogue with the First Nation Wild Salmon Alliance. Watershed Watch 
continues to work closely with Chief Chamberlin and the FNWSA.

“Watershed Watch is an important ally 
for First Nations peoples in our continued 
struggle to safeguard wild salmon. The science 
provided is second to none and advocacy and 
support for First Nations is Five Star Gold 
Medal category. They are the organization I 
turn to every time I need science to support our 
work for the Kwikwasut’inuxw Haxwa’mis 
First Nation, Union of BC Indian Chiefs 
and the First Nation Wild Salmon Alliance.” 

—  Chief Bob Chamberlin, elected Chief Councillor of Kwikwasut’inuxw 
Haxwa’mis First Nation, First Nation Wild Salmon Alliance Executive 
Director and Union of BC Indian Chiefs Vice President

photo: Neil Millar
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Dave Brown

Watershed Watch is one of B.C.’s strongest advocates for better management of 
our wild salmon fisheries. 

In 2016, we supported highly sustainable First Nations fisheries in the Skeena 
watershed. This included helping Lake Babine Nation re-introduce the first com-
mercial fish trap since they were outlawed in B.C. and Alaska over a century ago. 

Watershed Watch keeps an eye out for fisheries mismanagement. In 2016, we 
exposed an overfishing debacle and government cover-up in the Howe Sound 
seine fishery.

Our years of past work to improve monitoring and compliance in B.C. salmon 
fisheries resulted in the strongest enforcement of fishing regulations we have ever 
seen on B.C.’s north coast in 2016. 

IMPROVING B.C. SALMON FISHERIES

We also helped shape province-wide annual fishing plans at official management 
tables like the Integrated Harvest Planning Committee and kept up our pressure 
on the world-leading Marine Stewardship Council eco-certification to hold 
B.C.’s salmon fisheries to a higher standard.

For half a decade, we have pushed government for stronger actions to rebuild 
severely depleted chinook salmon in southern B.C., and participated in a 
multi-stakeholder planning process. In 2016, these efforts paid off with the com-
pletion of a recovery plan for these important fish, which are also the primary 
food source for endangered Southern resident killer whales. 

Bringing the latest science to the table, Watershed Watch continues to expose fish-
eries mismanagement and overfishing, and to support highly sustainable fisheries. 
With proper management, B.C. can rebuild depleted runs and once again enjoy 
vibrant aboriginal, recreational, and commercial salmon fisheries.
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Watershed Watch connects with people in the community thanks to our dedicated 
engagement team and our wonderful volunteers.

2016 was a historic year for Watershed Watch with respect to outreach and 
engagement, thanks to the hard work of our engagement co-ordinator, Sarah 
Boutillier. Sarah joined us in 2016 as a summer intern and did such a great job 
we kept her on. Sarah became our full-time engagement coordinator in January 
2017. Within six months, we almost tripled our number of supporters, built 
an enthusiastic team of volunteers and reached out to thousands of community 
members at a variety of events. 

CELEBRATING OUR VOLUNTEERS

photo: Lina Azeez
photo: Watershed Watch

Marcella, our engagement 
volunteer from Patagonia 
Inc., at Coho Fest 2016 on 
Vancouver’s North Shore.
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Canoeing the 
Katzie Slough.

Katzie Slough 
Our work in the Katzie Slough began when master’s student, Julie Porter, 
approached us. We helped fund her research on water quality in the slough and 
our staff and volunteers helped her collect water samples. 

We also organized a native species planting with our volunteers, with thanks to 
a local blueberry farmer who gave us access to his land. We have partnered with 
BCIT on continued monitoring of Katzie Slough and master’s students continue 
to conduct research. 

Katzie Slough is the flagship waterway for our Connected Waters campaign.

Sarah Boutillier, Katrina Gorrie, Mariah Mund, 
Sarah Baldock at the Jericho Beach Cleanup.

photo: Lina Azeez

Trapping in Katzie 
Slough’s Blind Channel. 

Sarah Baldock and Sarah 
Boutillier watering plants 
at Katzie Slough.

Katrina Gorrie helping 
restore a riparian buffer 
zone along the Katzie 
Slough.
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Volunteer and 
summer student, 
Katrina Gorrie, at 
the Maple Ridge 
Farmers’ Market. 
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PROFILE: 
TANIS 
GOWER

Restoration ecologist, Tanis Gower, has been part of the Watershed Watch team 
for over a decade. 

Skilled at working with diverse stakeholders, Tanis helps us with restoration 
work on the Coquitlam River and Katzie Slough, and supports our advocacy and 
fundraising efforts with her writing and research skills. Her experience includes 
several years with the Ministry of Environment, working on watershed and 
terrestrial ecosystem restoration, and working on an urban watershed renewal 
pilot project in Victoria. She also helps us with policy issues, such as pushing 
for B.C.’s new Water Sustainability Act to include enforceable regulations that 
protect water for nature.

Tanis is passionate about reducing human impacts on the natural world, and 
restoring natural areas. Tanis particularly appreciates the opportunity to work on 
projects for Watershed Watch while living in the Comox Valley, where nature is 
always close by. 

2016 
WATERSHED WATCH TEAM 

Aaron Hill, Executive Director

Trish Hall, Operations Director

Dr. Craig Orr, Conservation Advisor

Stan Proboszcz, Science & Campaign Advisor

Jace Haramati, Financial Manager

Ian Hinkle, Communications Manager

Lina Azeez, Connected Waters Campaign Manager

Sarah Boutilier, Engagement Coordinator 

Greg Taylor, Senior Fisheries Advisor

Tanis Gower, Project Biologist

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Wayne Halabourda, Chair

Autumn Longley, Treasurer

Preet Pall, Director 

Rich Ronyecz, Director 

Eric Hobson, Director 

photo: April Bencze



OUR THEORY OF CHANGE
We better protect wild salmon and their habitat by engaging, organizing, and 
galvanizing our supporters, earning their trust, respect and help, by marshaling 
evidence of threats and championing solutions.

SUPPORTERS
Our efforts to protect B.C.’s wild salmon are made possible by our generous 
supporters. Our work in 2016 was mainly funded with thanks to:

Willie Mitchell
Lindsay Myers
Nostalgic Nature Films Inc.
Peak Ventures
Preet Pall
Eric Patel
Ron Pearson
Bob Peart
Billy Proctor
Garry Rasmussen
Rich Ronyecz
Nancy & Bill Smith
Ross Southam
Jim Stuart
Tide Rip Tours
Bob Waters
Willowfield Enterprises Ltd.
Gloria Zilinski
Gideon Zurbrecht
BC Creek Protection Society
BC Federation of Fly Fishers
BC Hydro
Dragonfly Fund
Environmental Dispute Resolution Fund
Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Habitat Conservation Trust Fund
Horne Coupar Law Firm
Kwikwetlem First Nation
Liber Ero Foundation
Loblaw Water Fund - WWF Canada
Luna Trust
Mountain Equipment Co-op
One Percent for the Planet
Pacific Salmon and Watersheds Fund
Patagonia
Real Estate Foundation of BC
Resources Legacy Fund
Tides Canada
Victoria Foundation

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2016

Mike Akerly
Barbara Anderson
Mark Angelo
Badger Earthworks
Judith Bell
Peter Bentzer
Val & Dick Bradshaw
Sherry Loof & Peter Broomhall
Trish & Alex Brown
Charles Brumwell
Norman Buchignani
Randy Burke
Jackie Campbell
Anita & Pierce Clegg
William Clegg
Catherine Emrick
Don Ferris
Alix Flavelle
Chris Fleck
David Fraser
Charlotte Fredericks
John Fuerst
Pat Gallaugher
Eddie Gardner
Don Goalder
Sam Goldman
Greg Gordon
Lee Green
Kristian Grey
Brian Gunn
Jamie Hall
Carol & Ken Hardinge-Rooney
Anne & Bruce Hill
Pamela Kane
Don Krogseth
Karen Lander
Tom Lester
Art Lingren
Autumn Longley
John Madden
Ron Mannix

1. Water, Energy & Habitat ...............................$50,906
2. Aquaculture .................................................$58,558 
3. Administration ..............................................$72,234
4. Engagement ...............................................$105,860
5. Watershed Management & Restoration ..........$162,760
6. Fisheries, Wild Salmon Policy & Cohen .........$227,521

 Total ................................................. $677,839



HOW YOU 
CAN HELP 

Donate. Speak up. Volunteer.

CONNECT 
Watershed Watch Salmon Society 
#301 – 3007 Glen Drive, Unit 9 
Coquitlam, B.C.
Canada, V3B 2P7
604.262.1963 
salmon@watershedwatch.ca
watershedwatch.ca

Please visit: watershedwatch.ca/donate

Thank you! 

Your contributions help us 
continue to stand up for 
B.C.’s wild salmon.
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