
Water Leader Expectations For The Effective 
Implementation Of The Water Sustainability Act

We are a coalition of water leaders in British Columbia, representing tens of thousands of British Columbians who are 
concerned about freshwater sustainability and water governance in our province. As we near the next provincial election, 
we have compiled a list of policy positions regarding the water-related challenges our province faces, and expert solutions to 
address these challenges over the next four years.

Climate change is bringing major water-related problems to BC, including consecutive years of drought, unprecedented 
floods, and record-low water levels in streams and rivers. These trends compound ongoing concerns about diminishing 
groundwater levels and risks to our drinking water sources. With mounting water uncertainty and competing water 
demands, we can expect water-related conflict to increasingly impact British Columbians’ prosperity and quality of life. All 
levels of government will be required to make difficult decisions about fresh water, with the bulk of responsibility falling on 
the Province. 

The Province of British Columbia has been phasing in the Water Sustainability Act (WSA) in a proactive effort to address 
growing water pressures, and has already taken important steps, such as regulating groundwater use. The creation of the 
WSA was a significant step in the right direction for improving the sustainability of water supplies, and for protecting the 
ecosystems that our shared waters support, but these things will not happen without strong implementation of the Act. 
We are therefore in a period of unprecedented opportunity to improve the way water is managed.

Many critical components of the WSA have yet to be developed. Together with appropriate resourcing, the new regulations 
and policies will make the law fully functional. As part of this process, we believe the following must occur, and we hope to 
see firm commitments to these aspects of water sustainability and governance outlined in your election platform:

 • Water for nature (i.e., environmental flow needs) must be protected by regulation;  
 • Meaningful co-governance with First Nations, with involvement for local communities in decision-making   
 that affects their waters, with a short term outcome being three Water Sustainability Plans underway by 2018;
  
 •Rigorous and transparent monitoring of water quality and quantity, beginning with a significant funding 
 commitment in Budget 2018; and,  
 • Adequate funding for implementation, including action on promised plans to review commercial water use 
 pricing.

We provide further details on each topic in an attached document.

In summary, our coalition of water leaders supports the ongoing implementation of the WSA with robust environmental 
protections and strong science, as described in the 2008 Living Water Smart plan. Regulation will be required to properly 
protect water for nature, and increased resources — including increased water rental rates —will be essential for the effective 
implementation of all aspects of the WSA.  

Lastly, we look forward to witnessing the development of new water governance forums for priority areas in BC, and we urge 
this work to begin in 2017, even in the absence of the applicable regulation. 

We look forward to hearing from you about your party’s plan to address each of our four priorities if elected.  If you would 
like to discuss these issues further, a representative from our coalition would be happy to meet with you in person.

Sincerely,


