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June 7, 2017 
  
Honourable Dominic LeBlanc  
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and Canadian Coast Guard 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON 
Sent via email to Min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
  
Dear Minister LeBlanc, 
  
Watershed Watch is a federally-registered charity that advocates for the conservation of BC’s 
wild salmon and their habitats. We appreciate the funding you recently announced in BC for the 
Coastal Restoration Fund and that you have secured $1.4 billion from the Treasury Board to 
restore lost functions at DFO, including enforcement and on-the-ground monitoring of wild 
Pacific salmon. We look forward to hearing the details of how these funds will be allocated. 
 
Given these significant expenditures, we were surprised to hear about recent cuts that will 
terminate the Resource Restoration Unit (RRU) and the iconic Salmonids in the Classroom 
program. These cuts amount to a small fraction of the new funding you announced, but their 
impact will be profound.  
 
Salmonids in the Classroom has reached more than 1 million children over the years, providing 
valuable lessons in ecology and stewardship, and fostering a priceless connection between our 
children and our salmon. The value of this program is immeasurable and it is heartbreaking to 
think that our children, families, and educators may lose it. 
 
The Resource Restoration Unit directly engages stewardship groups, First Nations, and the 
public in cooperative stewardship activities that are often driven by community volunteers, thus 
leveraging exceptional value for taxpayers. The RRU provides valuable support and expertise to 
communities, strengthening our collective ability to protect wild fish and their habitats.  
 
Here at Watershed Watch, our efforts to restore high-value salmon habitat in the Fraser valley 
are being enhanced by the guidance of RRU staff, and losing their support will make it harder 
for us to this work. We were encouraged to hear from your staff that a portion of the Coastal 
Restoration Fund will be spent restoring salmon habitat in the tidal reaches of the Lower Fraser 



River; however, these projects will likely be less effective without RRU staff in place to guide 
them. In other words, it would be tragically ironic to axe the Resource Restoration Unit just as 
you make new restoration funds available. 
 
At the heart of both programs are connections between Department staff and communities; 
personal professional relationships that have taken years to develop and can not be easily or 
quickly replaced. Both programs have helped produce long-term strategies and projects for 
hundreds of streams and salmon populations, benefitting our ecosystems, our tourism industry, 
our fisheries, and the vast majority of British Columbians who care deeply about the health of 
our wild salmon and watersheds. We urge you to immediately reverse these cuts and ensure 
that these valuable public servants and programs remain in place.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Aaron Hill 
Executive Director 
 
c. Terry Beech, Ashraf Amlani, Pamela Goldsmith-Jones, Dam Ruimy, Ken Hardie, Todd 
Doherty, Fin Donnelly, Elizabeth May, Trevor Swerdfager, Rebecca Reid, Pacific Marine 
Conservation Caucus 


