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Sicamous Eagle Valley News

Old Town project panned
By Lachlan Labere - Sicamous Eagle Valley
News
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Local First Nations and environmentalists are
applauding the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans for taking legal action against the
developers of a Shuswap beachfront resort.

DFO detachment supervisor Clifford Todd
confirmed earlier this month that the federal
agency is proceeding with charges against the
developers of the Old Town Bay project in
Sicamous under section 35.1 of the federal
Fisheries Act – a general prohibition of
harmful alteration or destruction of fish
habitat.

Among those being charged are Greg and
Todd Kyllo of Sicamous who have an
ownership stake in the project.

The charges result from an investigation that
began in August 2007 after the DFO received
a complaint about the alleged destruction of
fish habitat on the site of the 220-acre resort
that fronts on both Shuswap Lake and the
Eagle River.

“Once the investigation was done, the
magnitude was significant enough to warrant
charges,” said DFO’s Todd.

DFO isn’t the only organization concerned
with what’s happening on the Old Town
property. After the charges were made public,
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the Shuswap Nation Tribal Council issued a
press release condemning the developers for
the “harmful alteration of fish habitat.” In
addition, the council’s spokesperson, Splatsin
First Nation Chief Wayne Christian, criticizes
archaeological work done on the area, alleging
that sites in the Old Town Bay area are rich in
“archaeological finds were destroyed” by the
developer.

Also rallying behind DFO’s decision is the
Shuswap Environmental Action Society
(SEAS).

“For too long, out-of -control development has
ravaged the community of Sicamous with giant
condo towers, huge marinas and too many
houseboats, so it is refreshing that finally the
public and other potential developers can see
there are consequences for not following the
regulations,” SEAS president Jim Cooperman
said in response to the charges.

Cooperman also holds the District of Sicamous
accountable for approving the development.
But Sicamous Mayor Malcolm MacLeod says
it is not the past council or mayor who is
responsible.

“From what I’ve seen there, they’ve taken the
trees out right to the water’s edge on the
(Eagle) river,” said MacLeod. “Whoever is
responsible for that damage, they should be
held accountable. And the fact that there
didn’t appear to be much respect for the
native concerns – I know, years ago, walking
through that area, there was some native pits
and what have you. Some of those concerns
should have been addressed.”

Responding to accusations by Christian that
destruction has occurred to sites of
archaeological significance on the Old Town
property, a frustrated Greg Kyllo said that an
archeological study was conducted at Old
Town by consultant Golder Associates Ltd.,
with participation by the province and local
First Nations including the Splatsin. The
resulting report identifies a number of sites on
the Old Town Bay property of archaeological
significance, including First Nations pit houses
of various sizes. One site in particular is

Sicamous Eagle Valley News - Old Town project panned http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Sicamous+...

2 of 3 17/06/2009 12:20 PM



described as having high significance, being
associated to “both a historic Euro-Canadian
settlement and a Spallumcheen Nation winter
village.” The report recommends that the
development be “tailored to lessen the
impact” to the site, or measures be taken to
mitigate loss of site deposits and features.”

“We spent over $600,000 on archaeological
and environmental studies on the property,”
said Kyllo. “We didn’t spend those kind of
dollars so we could just disregard
everything…”

Christian was unavailable for comment.

As for DFO’s allegations, Greg Kyllo says he
and his partners look forward to clearing their
names in court.

“I can say we are looking forward to
presenting our side of the case and looking for
full vindication of any wrong doing,” said
Kyllo.

The first court date is scheduled for Aug. 18 in
Salmon Arm.
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