
March 19, 2008 

 

Ahta River Fry Medevac Update 

 

Hello All: 

 

A few days ago I ran up to Ahta River to see if the young salmon had emerged from their 

gravel nests yet.  There was no sign of them. No Mergansers, no kingfishers, no ripples 

on the water’s surface.  At best guess peak chum and pink salmon emergence should be 

April 7 in the Broughton Archipelago. Other pink and chum runs are out in sea water 

already.  The Ahta fry migration will begin any day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This photo illustrates the problem.  The Marine Harvest fish farm called Glacier Falls is 

sited around the corner from the Ahta River.  For 7 years I have tracked juvenile salmon 

in this area and each spring pink and chum salmon less than 3 cm long and weighing less 

than ! gram arrive at this site.  As you can see this farm is located in the protection of a 

headland jutting out into Tribune Channel.  While the tides of Tribune act like a wind 

tunnel, this location offers little wild salmon safe haven and a place to grow. They stop 

here and amass into schools of 100,000s. 

 

Fish farms do enormous damage in a place like this. This is a nursery for Pacific salmon. 

Marine Harvest has fed their fish a neurotoxin to reduce sea lice, but there are always 

some farm fish that don’t feed and they have not consumed the drug. As water 

temperature increases over the next few weeks the existing lice will breed and the little 

wild salmon living outside the pens will be infected.  This is inevitable. 

 

This exact farm has already been moved twice at public expense to protect wild salmon 

from farm lice, but last summer Marine Harvest restocked it anyway.   

 

Our application to Fisheries Oceans Canada (DFO) to transport wild salmon fry past this 

farm and the next one at Burdwood Islands is still under consideration.  I understand this 

is a difficult request for them, as the public face of DFO still refuses to accept the global 

problem of sea lice from fish farms killing wild salmon. 

 

 

Marine Harvest fish farm 

Ahta River 



To be clear, our request to move Ahta Fry from saltwater past the fish farms, to safety 

will transport fewer fish than DFO kills every year to study sea lice in this area. The 

entire move will be within the Broughton Archipelago. We will not take the entire run 

and we have enormous experience handling these salmon fry.  DFO does approve similar 

efforts that move wild salmon fry within rivers and I have participated in some of these.  

We welcome DFO’s advice and help, but if they refuse to let us move the Ahta fry past 

the fish farms, we will all lose. 

 

If you are concerned at the amount of time it is taking for DFO to decide on how to 

handle this please contact your MP and your MLA and ask them to inquire on the status 

of the Ahta Fry Medevac Transplant Application. From my perspective it would be better 

to move the farm permanently so we do not have to face this conflict every spring, but 

time may have run out for the wild pink salmon. 

 

Pink salmon are essential to all species of wild salmon, they grow our forests 

sequestering tons of carbon, they feed the whales, bears, eagles and BC’s billion dollar 

tourism industry. Pink salmon are one of the cleanest proteins left on earth. It does not 

make economic sense to feed them to farm lice. 

 

Urgently, 

 

 

 

Alexandra Morton 

www.adopt-a-fry.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Pink salmon fry already at Glacier Falls fish farm 


